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C r i t i c a l  i s s u e s  f a c i n g  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  c o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t

h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  g r e a t e r  a s  w e  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  3 r d  d e c a d e  o f

t h e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y .  T h e  R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y  B o a r d  o f

C o m m i s s i o n e r s  h o l d s  r e g u l a r  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  o n  t h e  f i r s t

M o n d a y  o f  e a c h  m o n t h ,  b e g i n n i n g  a t  6 : 0 0  p m ,  i n  t h e  2 n d

F l o o r  M e e t i n g  R o o m  a t  t h e  H i s t o r i c  C o u r t h o u s e ,  1 4 5  W o r t h

S t r e e t ,  A s h e b o r o ,  N . C .  A t  e a c h  m e e t i n g ,  i s s u e s  i m p a c t i n g  o u r

c o u n t y  a n d  c i t i z e n s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  a n d  e v a l u a t e d  b y  t h e

C o u n t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r s .  

R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  p r o v i d i n g

c i t i z e n s  w i t h  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a c c e s s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d

o b t a i n  t h e  l a t e s t  n e w s  a n d  p u b l i c  u p d a t e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e

c o u n t y  a n d  i t s  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  R a n d o l p h  R e c a p  i s  a  n e w

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y  w e b  p a g e .  I t  w i l l  p r o v i d e

m o n t h l y  h i g h l i g h t s  a n d  s u m m a r i e s  f r o m  C o u n t y

C o m m i s s i o n e r  m e e t i n g s .  I t  w i l l  a l s o  h i g h l i g h t  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n

c u r r e n t  i s s u e s  f a c i n g  t h e  C o u n t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a n d  t h e

D e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  o f  R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t .

T h e  R a n d o l p h - R e c a p  w i l l  s e r v e  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o u t l e t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  F a c e b o o k ,  T w i t t e r ,

I n s t a g r a m ,  a n d  p r i n t  m e d i a ,  t h a t  w i l l  u p d a t e  a n d

c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  o u r  R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y  c i t i z e n s .

W e  h o p e  t h e  R a n d o l p h  R e c a p  i s  h e l p f u l  t o  y o u  a n d  w o u l d

a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  i n p u t  a n d  c o m m e n t s  a s  w e  m o v e  f o r w a r d .

Hal Johnson
Randolph County Manager
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Public Comment

Five speakers took the floor
during the public comment
period, each addressing the
issue of the Confederate
Statue in front of the
Randolph County
Courthouse. 

Bob Morrison, Randolph
County resident urged
commissioners to act
immediately in voting to
remove the statue. “I do not
ask you to change history, I
ask you to change which
parts of our history receive
public honor,” said Morrison. 

Dwain P. Roberts,
commander, Sons of
Confederate Veterans of
Randolph County, asked
commissioners to move
forward with a decision on
whether or not to relocate
the statue. “This has been
drug out for six months. No
history has changed,” said
Roberts. 

Darrell Frye, Chair, assured
attendees that the issue of
the statue will be addressed.
“We are going to deal with
this issue. We are going to
have a vote by this board, as
it applies to that statue. That
is going to happen,” said
Chairman Frye.

The Randolph County Volunteer Agriculture District Program was

established in 2007. The district exists to promote agricultural and

environmental values and the general welfare of the county by increasing

identity and pride in the agricultural community. Kenneth Sherin, Randolph

County Cooperative Extension Director, shared program benefits with

commissioners. “This program allows us to advance the cause of

agriculture in Randolph County and helps landowners be recognized as

farm owners,” said Sherin. 

 In 2021, the Voluntary Agricultural District Board admitted farms into the

program totaling 101.4 acres of land. As a result, Randolph County now has

over 26,049.41 acres of land enrolled in the Voluntary Agriculture District

Program. Although the pandemic has affected almost every aspect of

normal life, this wasn’t the case for Randolph County crops. Crop yields

were above the state average in Randolph County in 2021. “The pandemic

took a lot of things out of play. But we had great crops. Corn and soybeans

were great producers this year. We had close to record-breaking yield,”

said Sherin.

Sherin also thanked commissioners for their support of Randolph County’s

agricultural programs. “The VAD Board wishes to thank the commissioners

for their support of the Ag Center, also known as the Farm, Food, and

Family Education Center, as they have put a lot of blood, sweat, and tears

into this project. We appreciate that support,” said Sherin. Commissioner

David Allen spoke to the benefits of the VAD Program, saying “it is

beneficial to not only the public but farmers as well. It provides an

economic burst for the county along with increased opportunity to

produce locally grown agriculture commodities,” said Commissioner Allen.  

.



In 2007, The Deep River State Trail was designated as one of North

Carolina’s first State Trails. With 12 State Trails, State Trails/State Parks is

formalizing State Trail designation by requiring a master plan and a

memorandum of understanding with the non-profit organization associated

with each State Trail. Of five involved counties, Randolph County is the only

one with a Conceptual Plan and actual trail system for its portion. 

The memorandum has become necessary because each State Trail, through

its memorandum organization, will receive a $50,000 grant to be used in

Capacity Building, and an allocation of the $29.25 million from the State’s

Complete the Trail Fund “CTF”. Since the DRST has neither a non-profit

manager nor an official trail coordinator, PLC has agreed to receive the

funds on behalf of Randolph County. They will not complete trail projects

on their own but will facilitate the trail work of the County and the

municipalities. 

The Piedmont Land Conservancy needs someone in an official capacity to

coordinate the CTF projects. Mary Joan Pugh, Randolph County

Trail/Natural Heritage Coordinator, asked commissioners to formalize the

County’s role of coordinating with the DRST municipalities to give the

County more control over its invested funds. Over the last three years, the

county has worked with the municipalities to increase trail visibility across

Randolph County.

“This partnership would give the county more control over what has been

invested, and what is planned to be invested. The idea would be to

establish an official county coordinator position,” said Mary Joan Pugh,

Randolph County Trails/ Natural Heritage Coordinator. “It is important for

citizens to understand that Ms. Pugh has been working as a trail

coordinator since 2019, completely voluntarily. However, we have

reached a point where we cannot access these funds unless we have a

non-profit organization who will be in charge of this, or we as a county

have a paid trail coordinator,” said Commissioner Haywood.

Commissioners voted to accept funds from the Piedmont Land

Conservancy in the amount of $20,000 for the next two years, to be used

for a part-time Trail Coordinator position.

THE RANDOLPH RECAP
F E B R U A R Y  7 ,  2 0 2 2  

C O M M I S S I O N E R  M E E T I N G  A G E N D A  S U M M A R Y

Deep River Trails Organization

Randolph County will

receive State Capital and

Infrastructure Fund (SCIF)

Directed Grants.

The 2021-23 Biennium State

Budget allocated $400,000

for general capital needs and

$16 million for the Farm,

Food, and Family Education

Center to Randolph County. 

Will Massie, Assistant

County Manager, asked

commissioners to consider

combining the grant money.

Thus, $16.4 million could

seed the Food, Farm, and

Family Education Center

project. “We have not

determined the scope of

that project yet, but it is

expected to be more than

$16.4 million,” said Massie.

Commissioners voted to

accept the $16.4 million

SCIF grant and approve the

associated budget

amendment to the

Agricultural Center Capital

Project Fund.  

SCIF Directed Grants



Farm, Food, & Family Education Center

The need for a county
agricultural center was identified
in the 2016 Randolph County
strategic plan. In 2018, ideas for
the center included space for
large-scale events that could
increase tourism and business
development opportunities for
the local agricultural community.
However, as project expenses
increased, other capital projects
were prioritized. Final decisions
by commissioners were
postponed.

In June 2021, Randolph County
Cooperative Extension
presented a proposal for a more
educationally focused
agricultural center. The proposal
included space for the Randolph
County Cooperative Extension
and Soil & Water Conservation
offices on-site. Services needed
to enhance agricultural
development in and around the
Randolph County community
were also included in the
updated proposal. 

As a result of the $16 million
Directed Grant allocation by the
State of North Carolina, the
county would like to resume the
agricultural center project as
described in the 2021 proposal.
County Commissioners voted to
approve the contract with HH
Architecture to move forward
with Farm, Food, and Family
Agricultural Center Project.
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N o  i d e n t i f i a b l e  g a p s .

T h e  t e a m  r e q u e s t e d  a n d  r e c e i v e d  e d u c a t i o n  o n  s a f e  s l e e p

p r a c t i c e s  a n d  c a r  s e a t  s a f e t y

T h e  t e a m  w i l l  s e e k  a n d  o b t a i n  s u i c i d e  p r e v e n t i o n  i n

c h i l d h o o d  e d u c a t i o n  i n  2 0 2 2

T h e  t e a m  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  a d d r e s s  u n s a f e  s l e e p  c o n d i t i o n s

b y  m a k i n g  P a c k  ’ n  P l a y  p o r t a b l e  c r i b s  a v a i l a b l e  a l o n g  w i t h

s a f e  s l e e p  e d u c a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  B o o k s  f o r  B a b i e s

P r o g r a m  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  R a n d o l p h  P a r t n e r s h i p  f o r

C h i l d r e n  a n d  R a n d o l p h  H e a l t h

T h e  C h i l d  F a t a l i t y  P r e v e n t i o n  T e a m  a s s e s s e d  t w e n t y - t h r e e

c h i l d  d e a t h s  i n  2 0 2 0 .  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  C h i l d  F a t a l i t y

P r e v e n t i o n  T e a m  i s  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  d e a t h s  o f  a l l  R a n d o l p h

C o u n t y  c h i l d r e n .  C a u s e s  o f  d e a t h  i n c l u d e d  a c c i d e n t s ,  b i r t h

d e f e c t s ,  i l l n e s s e s ,  p e r i n a t a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  s u i c i d e ,  a n d  o t h e r .

T h e  r e v i e w  d e t e r m i n e s  i f  s y s t e m  p r o b l e m s  e x i s t  t h a t

c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  d e l a y  o r  l a c k  o f  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  m i g h t  h a v e

p r e v e n t e d  t h e  d e a t h .  I f  g a p s  e x i s t ,  t h e  t e a m  w o r k s  t o

i m p r o v e / a d d  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  w i l l  p r e v e n t  p r o b l e m s  f o r  f a m i l i e s

i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  T h e  C h i l d  F a t a l i t y  P r e v e n t i o n  T e a m  m a d e  t h e

f o l l o w i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

T r a c i e  M u r p h y ,  D i r e c t o r  R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y  D e p a r t m e n t  o f

S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  s p o k e  t o  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  t h a t  f a m i l i e s  h a v e

f a c e d  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  y e a r .  “ 2 0 2 1  w a s  a  t o u g h  y e a r  f o r  f a m i l i e s

a n d  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  N o t  j u s t  i n  R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y ,  b u t  a l l

a c r o s s  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  T h e  e f f e c t s  o f  C O V I D - 1 9 ,  b u t  a l s o

t h e  o n g o i n g  n u m b e r  o f  o p i o i d  d e a t h s  t h a t  a f f e c t  f a m i l i e s

a n d  a f f e c t  c h i l d r e n ,  c r e a t e d  a  s y s t e m i c  s y n d e m i c  o f  d e a d l y

c r i s i s  t h a t  f a m i l i e s  a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a n d  o u r  n u m b e r s  s h o w

t h a t , ”  s a i d  M u r p h y .

Child Fatality Prevention Team Annual Report



CCPT Annual Report

Increased incidence of child
deaths related to co-sleeping:
CCPT had a training on safe
sleep Tuesday, June 8, 2021
presented by the Randolph
County Health Department 

Mental Health services for
low-income families: CCPT
recommended looking into
more intensive in-home
preservation providers

Increase public awareness
about conditions that impact
on child protection within   
 the community: CCPT
recommended continuous
community education with 
 law enforcement, school
system, daycare centers, all
medical professions, mental
health facilities and churches  

The Community Child Protection
Team (CCPT) met virtually 6 times
during the 2021 calendar year. The
purpose of the Community Child
Protection Team (CCPT) is to
identify systemic deficiencies in
child welfare services or resources. 

The team reviewed 10 current
cases of children under the
protection of Social Services.
Areas of concern include;
substance abuse, adult mental
health issues, adolescent mental
health issues, improper discipline,
injurious environment, physical
abuse, emotional abuse, improper
care, domestic violence. 

The following gaps and
recommendations were identified:
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T h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y  T o u r i s m  D e v e l o p m e n t

A u t h o r i t y  i s  t o  u n i f y  a n d  l e a d  t h e  C o u n t y  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e

H e a r t  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  a s  a  f a m i l y - f r i e n d l y ,  a f f o r d a b l e ,  a n d

s t r a t e g i c a l l y  l o c a t e d  d e s t i n a t i o n  s e r v i n g  l e i s u r e  a n d  b u s i n e s s

t r a v e l ,  g r o u p  t o u r ,  m e e t i n g s ,  a n d  s p o r t s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l

t o u r n a m e n t  m a r k e t s .  

A  q u i c k  s n a p s h o t  o f  t h e  n u m b e r s  s h o w s  t h e  a c c u r a t e ,  r e a l i s t i c

d e v a s t a t i o n  C O V I D - 1 9  h a d  o n  t h e  t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r y  a n d

R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y .  T h e r e  w a s  a  d e c r e a s e  o f  3 5 . 5 %  i n  v i s i t o r

s p e n d i n g ,  a n d  o c c u p a n c y  t a x  r e v e n u e s  s u f f e r e d  a  d e c l i n e  o f

4 4 . 2 5 % .

A m b e r  S c a r l e t t ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y

T o u r i s m  D e v e l o p m e n t  A u t h o r i t y ,  s p o k e  a b o u t  t h e  s h a r e d

e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  n i n e  R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  i n

m a r k e t i n g  R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y  a s  a  t o u r i s m  d e s t i n a t i o n .  “ O u r

t o u r i s m  m e s s a g e  t h a t  w e  s h a r e  i s  n o t  d e f i n e d  b y  a n y  o f  t h e

n u m b e r s  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t .  B u t  o u r  m a r k e t i n g  e f f o r t s  a r e

s u p p o r t e d  b y  e a c h  o f  o u r  n i n e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t h a t  p o s s e s s

u n i q u e  a t t r i b u t e s  s h i n i n g  e a c h  d a y .  T h o s e  t o u r i s m  p a r t n e r s

a r e  t h e  t r u e  w o r k h o r s e s  a n d  h e r o e s  t h a t  h e l p  s o l i d i f y  o u r

m e s s a g e  w i t h  t h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y ,  t h e

h e a r t  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a , ”  s a i d  S c a r l e t t .  

Tourism Development Authority Annual Report
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K r a f t s m a n ,  I n c .  i s  a  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c o m p a n y

w i t h  p l a n t s  i n  R a m s e u r  a n d  A l b e m a r l e .  T h e  c o m p a n y  w a s

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  R a m s e u r  i n  2 0 0 0  a n d  h a s  6 0  f u l l - t i m e

p e r s o n n e l .  K r a f t s m a n ,  I n c .  i s  a  m a n u f a c t u r e r  a n d  d i r e c t - s e l l e r

o f  o p e n  t r a i l e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  s i n g l e - a x l e

u t i l i t y  t r a i l e r s ,  f l a t b e d  e q u i p m e n t  t r a i l e r s ,  a n d  t h r e e - a x l e

h e a v y  e q u i p m e n t  t r a i l e r s .  K r a f t s m a n ,  I n c .  p l a n s  t o  e x p a n d  i t s

R a m s e u r  p l a n t  b y  d o u b l i n g  t h e  p a i n t i n g / p a i n t  p r e p a r a t i o n

a r e a ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a s s o c i a t e d  c a p i t a l  u p g r a d e s ,  t o  a l l o w  f o r  a n

i n c r e a s e  i n  i t s  p r o d u c t i o n  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  

T h e  p r o j e c t  i s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  a  B u i l d i n g  R e u s e  G r a n t  f r o m  t h e

N . C .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  i n  a n  a m o u n t  o f  u p  t o

$ 1 4 0 , 0 0 0 .  P r o g r a m  g u i d e l i n e s  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  c o u n t y  t o

a p p l y  f o r  t h e  l o a n  o n  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  b e h a l f .  T h e  p r o g r a m  i s

s t r u c t u r e d  a s  a  f o r g i v a b l e  l o a n  t h a t  i s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  t h e

C o u n t y .  I n  r e t u r n  f o r  R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y  s e r v i n g  a s  t h e  l o a n

a p p l i c a n t  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  K r a f t s m a n ,  I n c .  p l a n s  t o  i n v e s t

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 3 9 0 , 0 0 0  i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a n d  w i l l  c r e a t e  2 0

n e w  f u l l - t i m e  j o b s  w i t h  a n  a v e r a g e  a n n u a l  s a l a r y  o f  $ 4 5 , 0 0 0 .  

K e v i n  F r a n k l i n  s h a r e d  w i t h  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y

f o r  i n d u s t r y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  h o w  R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y  c o u l d  b e

p o s i t i v e l y  a f f e c t e d .  “ T h e  E D C  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h i s  e x p a n s i o n

p r o j e c t  a t  K r a f t s m a n  i s  a  v e r y  g o o d  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t

p r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  c o u n t y ,  t h a t  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e

b u i l d i n g  a n d  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  2 0  n e w  j o b s  a c r o s s  t h e

c o m p a n y .  W e  l o v e  t o  s e e  o u r  e x i s t i n g  i n d u s t r y  g r o w .  T h i s

b u i l d i n g  r e u s e  g r a n t  i s  r e a l l y  a  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e

c o u n t y  t o  a c c e p t  s t a t e  d o l l a r s  t o  i n v e s t  i n  o n e  o f  o u r  l o c a l

c o m p a n i e s .  A n y t i m e  t h a t  w e  c a n  s t a t e  d o l l a r s  h e r e  i n

R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y  w e  a r e  r e a l l y  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  t h a t , ”  s a i d

F r a n k l i n .  

C o m m i s s i o n e r s  v o t e d  t o  a p p r o v e  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  a l l o w i n g  t h e

c o u n t y  t o  a p p l y  f o r  a  b u i l d i n g  r e u s e  g r a n t  f o r  t h e  K r a f t s m a n

E c o n o m i c  C a p i t a l  P r o j e c t .
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